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The view from the living room of the McCullar home is an example of ideas derived from French cinema that depict landscapes straight out of a Monet painting. The design is influenced by the steep
roofs and wood accents of cottage or village architecture rather than the larger details of a chateau look.
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FRENCH COUNTRY LIVING DONE IN AMERICAN PROPORTIONS
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o Bom Lee MeCullar, the words

“French Country” conjure feelmes of

warmth and comfort, of a fire leapmg

on the hearth m a spacious latchen

where the fanuly gathers, “of a large
house with plenty of small spaces where
people can talk quetly or be alone.”

That's why she and her hushand, Meredith,
bnlt a French Country-style house m a gated
commumty near Memphas, Tenn.

With 1ts namow, twasting streets and houses
standmg close together, the enclave resembles
a village m the French countryside — if
houses m a French willage oceupied 3 500
square feet, had state-of-the-art kitchen
apphances and 24-foot cetlmes m the hving
TOOINS.

This 15 a vision of French country hiving
done Amencan suburbia style.

There was a tume when you could count on
houses m the suburbs to conform to four
design categones:

1. Ranch houses.

2. Wilhamsburg-1sh houses.

3. Southem style houses with wiute
columns.

4. Soft contemporary styles.

Then, m the affluent 1980z, a new 1deal
surfaced. People with diseretionary meome
wanted dwellmes with more display power,
dwellmes that “speak of character 3.115
permanence and substantiality.” saxd Brad
Shapiro, presadent of Shapiro & Company
Architects Ine. m Memplhas.

Shapiro designed the MeCullar house.

It's not surpnsmg that the cnux of these
desires — what Bom Lee MeCullar calls

“home and fammly and comfort” combined
with the tendency toward mmposme size and
presence — centers on France. European
archatecture has always mflvenced Amencan
house design, from Georgan to Classical to
Victonan and even the International Modem
style.

The focus now seems to weave 1deas

Boni Lee McCullar, of Memphis, Tenn., sits in the living room of her French-county style home

which she says conjures feelings of warmth and comfort with plenty of small spaces where

people can talk quietly or be alone.

denved from French cmema — all those
premes m landscapes strarght out of Monet —
and from Peter Mayles's books about 1dylhe
Iife m rural Provence combimed with the sense
that the French countryside and archutecture
embody sophisticaton, elegance, simphety,
taste and a connection to history.

Let's tum to beforethearchitect com for a
hist of French Country manner charactenstics:
“Fooflnes of different pitches, some low
and some quute steep; roof forms mmed, ez,
hips and gables and round tops (ncludmg

dormer roofs); at least one prodigious
chimmey; windows of different sizes and
heights on a wall line; masonry clad with

decorative highlights of quoins, pediments, ete;

decorative wonwork, a turret somewhere.”

“Well, we stay away from turrets and thungs
like that,” sand Shapiro, “though I kmow you
see them all over. We stnve for more restraimt.
The MeCullars™ house was specifically
mfluenced by the steep roofs and wood accents
of cottage or village archutecture rather than
the larger details of the chatean lock ™

Whle the extenor of the MceCullars” house
mught be appropnate mn a tumeless, sleepy
village m Burgundy, the mtenor 15 baromal m
extent and detail, especially on the first floor,
with 1ts expansive foyer, laree latchen with
fireplace and seatng area and, especially, the
lving room, with a hearth smtable for a manor
of mnor nobihty, wood beams and that

soarmg celng.

“Yes,” sad Bom Lee MeCullar, T guess
vou could say that 1t's baromal, but 1t's also
comfortable and filled wnth things that bong
down the seale.”

She ravels to France often and says, not
surpnsmely, “I love Normandy and Brttany !
She also loves Pans and found some of the
furmishings there. Examples melude a pair of
well-wom et phenomenally accommodating
leather sofas from an old hotel m Pans and,
from a Pansian flea market, an mmeately
framed mumror, now m the dung room, that
combmes her favonte motifs, swans and
sunflowers.

Shapiro 15 designing another house m the
French Country mammer for the MeCullars that
will stand m a development not far from where
they are now.

“When we bult thus house,” sad Bom Lee
MeCullar, “we made the nustake of not putting
a Jacuzz m my husband s bathroom. He
doesn’'t want to use the Jacuzzi m my
bathroom, 1t's too frou-frou m there. He wants
lus owm Jacuzz, and [ guess the only way he's
some to get 1t 15 1if we bwld a new house.”

new house 15 designed m the French
Country style, “but 1t has a very different
character,” said Shapio. “It’s really geared
toward living all on the first floor. It wall have
very light and awry vaulted spaces. Bom wath
her design sense came up with something that
really smted them.”

Upstairs m her studio m the present house,
MeCullar displays samples of goreeous fabnes
and colors that she wants to use m the new
house. On one wall she has pmned sheets of
oraph paper, formme a surface ronghly 6-by-6-
feet, on whuch she 15 reprodueme, tile by tile
and color by coler, the omate mosae

background of a bathroom she saw and
photographed m a chateau m Nommandy.
She aﬁs to bemg 2 bt of a control freak.
“The best way to get somethmg done nght,”
she said, “1s to do 1t yourself.”

ABOVE: The French Countrystyle home of Boni Lee and Meredith McCullar that
was built in a gated community near Memphis, Tenn.

LEFT: The main hallway looking into the master bedroom in the MeCullar home.



